
Evidence of excellence. Value for money.

We asked the Library Information Statistics Unit (LISU) to look closely at our prices in 
relation to the quality of our list. The 2007 LISU pricing report confirms that the 
Oxford Journals Collection is high quality and represents great value for money. 

pricing and quality survey 2007

Spelling out the results
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WHAT WE DISCOVERED

With ever-increasing pressure on library budgets, and with the volume of available content growing rapidly, it has
become essential for us to demonstrate the value of our journals to our customers.

For this reason, in 2006 we commissioned LISU, the Library Information Statistics Unit based at Loughborough
University,  to conduct an updated analysis of social science and biomedicine journals pricing based on their previous
2004 study Trends in Scholarly Journal Prices (Creaser and White, 2004). Prices were analysed in conjunction with number
of pages and impact factor across eleven publishers over the period 2000-2006 inclusive. Again we asked them to
provide us with objective, quantitative analysis looking at the overall institutional subscription prices, price per page,
and price per point of impact factor. 

Aims

•    to better understand pricing trends across the publishing industry
•    to provide an objective overview of eleven publishers’ pricing  
•    to focus on the pricing of biomedical and social science journals 

Methodology

The methodology used was developed from that used for a previous 
report (White & Creaser, 2004). Journals were classified into social sci-
ence and biomedicine for each of their subject areas. Prices were then
examined in conjunction 
with the number of pages and impact factor of each journal.
The methodology, in particular the criteria for including and classifying
titles differed from the 2004 work, as a result of the 
discussion and comment which followed its publication. In addition, 
lists of journals to be included in the latest report were circulated to the
other publishers for feedback.

For more information on the full methodology used, and the context
of the research, please read the methodological section of the full report.

Why another report?

The first report generated considerable interest within the library and scholarly publishing community, both in relation to its findings and
methodology, so we felt it would be beneficial to continue to monitor these trends. We commissioned LISU to conduct an update of the
report covering the period 2000-2006. 

Why we chose to look at median values

The main statistic of interest is the median price, which is the value where half the publisher's journals cost more, and half cost less.
This has been used in preference to the arithmetic mean, as it is less susceptible to distortion by a small number of highly priced titles.

ABOUT THE REPORT

This independent study shows that the Oxford Journals Collection is not only of the highest quality but
also great value.

Biomedical titles
• Increases in the median journal price between 2000 and 2006 varied from 42% (Oxford Journals) to 104% (Sage)

• Median price per page ranged from 31p (Oxford Journals) to £1.06 (Wiley) in 2006

• Oxford Journals showed the third lowest increase in price per page between 2000 and 2006

• Median price per point of impact factor ranged from £186 (Oxford Journals) to £552 (Springer) in 2006

Social science titles
• Median price per page ranged from 13p (University of Chicago) to 93p (Wiley) in 2006. Oxford Journals’              

median price per page was 26p 

• Oxford Journals showed the third lowest increase in price per page between 2000 and 2006 while                          
increases in the median price per page varied from 20% (Elsevier) to 91% (Sage) during this period

• Oxford Journals’ social science titles increased their impact factor by 14.4% between 2000 and 2005                        
(24 titles included)

Read the full report: www.lboro.ac.uk/departments/
dis/lisu/pages/publications/oup2.html

Read the comlete report at the LISU website: www.lboro.ac.uk/departments/dis/lisu/pages/publications/oup2.html



The Thompson Journal Citation Reports (JCR) were used to identify those journals which have an impact factor. It is recognised that this
approach may have limitations, for example new journals take time to build a reputation and to be included in the journal citation reports.
However, in science and social science, it seems unlikely that relatively few academic journals which are heavily cited will be omitted from
the JCR altogether. Of those publishers analysed Oxford Journals was found to have the second highest median impact factor (2.80) in the
biomedical category and the fourth highest median impact factor (0.92) in the social science category.

OUR QUALITY CONFIRMED

Percentage of biomedical journals within each position
of the ISI subject categories*

DELIVERING EXCELLENT VALUE

2005 PUBLISHER IMPACT FACTORS

•  Over 25% of our social science journals are ranked in 
the top 50%  of their ISI category

•  Between 2000 and 2005 the median impact factor of   
our social sciences journals increased by 14.4%

•  40% of our biomedical journals are ranked in the top 
25% of their ISI category

•  We have the second highest percentage of biomedical   
journals ranked in the top 10% of their ISI category

You can also download this report from our website: www.oxfordjournals.org/for_librarians/promotional_support 
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* Position in ISI subject in top10%                   between 11% and 25%        between 26% and 50%         in bottom half               unranked   
categories (2005)

Not only are Oxford Journals’ prices 
consistently in the lowest band, but also 
our prices have increased the least over the
period 2000-6.

As you will see from these graphs, 
our biomedical titles have the lowest price 
per page and also the lowest price per point
of impact factor, demonstrating that our
journals are great value for money

Lowest price per point of impact factor, biomedical titles

Lowest price per page, biomedical titles



Whether you would like to subscribe to one journal, a bespoke
package, or our entire collection, we have a range of purchasing
options to allow you to access content in the way that suits you.

Individual journals can be subscribed to via our website or 
via your subscription agent. A full price list and further information
can be found at www.oxfordjournals.org/librarians.

The Oxford Journals Archive is available for outright
purchase or on subscription. Purchasers of the Archive can choose
to host the content locally or pay an annual fee for us to host it
remotely on their behalf.

Visit www.oxfordjournals.org/access_purchase/archive_pricing
for full price details.  

• For single site access you can order via your usual 
subscription agent, or place a direct order with Oxford Journals

• For consortia and multi-site pricing please contact our sales 
team(see below)

contact us

The Oxford Journals Collection is individually priced
per institution/consortium to ensure that you get the best possible
deal. See www.oxfordjournals.org/for_librarians/licence_options
for details of pricing models available to both academic and 
non-academic organizations. 

Request a quote 
If you would like a quotation please contact the relevant regional
sales representative via www.oxfordjournals.org/collections/quote.
Please provide them with the following information:  
• A full list of names and addresses for each consortium/               

organization member
• A list of each consortium member’s/site’s current full rate         

subscriptions to Oxford Journals titles 
• Information on the consortium’s/institution’s structure 
• Specify whether your organization is academic 

flexible purchasing & pricing solutions

Customer services
For technical and subscription enquiries:
UK and Rest of World
jnls.cust.serv@oxfordjournals.org
US jnlorders@oxfordjournals.org 
Japan oupj-cs@po.iijnet.or.jp

Sales
For general collection and archive enquiries,
and for free trials requests:
library.sales@oxfordjournals.org

For a full list of our regional sales managers:
www.oxfordjournals.org/collections/quote

Marketing
For advice and promotional materials:
jnls.mkt@oxfordjournals.org
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